As  a sound  business  man  and  a taxpayer,  you  wish  the  money  of  the 
State  to  be  wisely  invested  when  expended  on  highways.  As  a user  of 
the  highways  you  wish  the  best  roads  obtainable  at  a reasonable  cost. 
The  solution  of  the  highway  problem  is  the  hardest  task  the  state  has. 
Will  you  not  do  your  share  as  a citizen,  a taxpayer  and  a user  of  the 
highways,  in  urging  the  best  solution? 

Without  organization  and  systematized  effort  no  business  project, 
public  or  private,  can  succeed.  The  necessity  of  a strong  good  roads 
organization  is  obvious.  Good  roads  are  not  a luxury,  but  on  the  con- 
trary pay  a big  percentage  of  profit.  The  state  cannot  afford  bad  roads. 
But,  look  at  the  situation  today. 

Our  State  has  spent  money  freely,  sometimes  wastefully,  in  the  past. 
Economy  is  demanded.  The  highway  appropriation  is  the  largest  on  the 
list.  The  easy  course,  without  stopping  to  consider  results,  will  be  to 
cut  the  highway  appropriation  to  a nominal  amount.  This  will  be  done 
by  the  next  legislature,  unless  you  and  many  other  men  who  are  inter- 
ested in  highways  and  in  the  general  welfare  of  the  state,  organize  and 
act  unitedly  to  prevent  it. 

What  will  result  if  the  highway  appropriation  is  cut  to  a small 
amount?  Millions  already  invested  in  highways  by  the  State  will  go  to 
waste.  Road  surfaces  will  go  to  pieces,  holes  appear,  ditches  will  fill, 
fences  rot,  bridges  and  culverts  weaken,  and  in  two  years  the  state  wilt 
lose  twice  what  it  thought  to  save.  To  this  add  the  losses  to  hotels,  gar- 
ages, and  business  men  generally  through  greatly  diminished  tourist 
traffic.  If  our  roads  are  poor  the  tourist  will  go  north  by  way  of  the 
Hudson  Valley  and  Massachusetts  route.  Add  depreciation  of  values  of 
country  property,  for  the  man  who  rents  or  buys  country  property  de- 
mands good  roads.  Add  depreciation  of  taxable  values.  Add  the  increased 
cost  to  the  farmer  of  getting  produce  to  market.  Then  you  will  begin 
to  realize  what  it  will  cost  the  State  of  Connecticut  to  “economize”  by 
bringing  the  highway  work  to  a standstill.  Good  roads  bring  in  at  least 
twice  what  it  costs  to  maintain  and  extend  them. 

Does  the  Connecticut  Good  Roads  Association  advise  or  desire  an 
unlimited  expenditure  of  money  on  the  highways?  It  certainly  does  not. 
The  Association  is  composed  of  business  men.  In  its  directorate  are 
some  of  the  heaviest  taxpayers  of  the  state.  Men  who  contribute  the 
taxes  do  not  wish  the  money  spent  extravagantly. 


To  organize  in  one  body  all  who  believe  in  good  roads,  whether  the 
point  of  view  be  public  or  private ; to  spread  knowledge  of  the  business 
necessity  and  wisdom  of  good  roads ; to  show  the  taxpayers  that  the  form 
of  road  which  is  cheapest  in  the  beginning  is  often  the  most  expensive 
in  the  end ; to  see,  as  far  as  posssible,  that  the  financing  of  our  highways 
is  based  on  sound  principles ; to  aid  and  supplement  the  work  of  the 
highway  department  of  the  State,  in  obtaining  appropriations  and  needed 
changes  of  laws ; to  keep  politics  out  of  highway  questions ; and  to  bring 
the  pressure  of  sound  public  opinion  to  bear  on  the  legislature,  when 
highway  appropriations  and  measures  come  to  a vote — these  are  the 
objects  of  the  Connecticut  Good  Roads  Association,  and  for  these  objects 
we  ask  your  support. 

HIGHWAY  FINANCES. 

The  State  of  Connecticut  has  appropriated  ten  million  dollars  for  the 
highways  since  good  roads  work  was  begun.  Of  this  amount  $3,400,000 
was  appropriated  by  the  legislature  of  1913.  The  last  dollar  of  this  money 
will  have  been  expended  at  the  end  of  the  present  fiscal  period,  October 
1st,  1915.  Shall  our  good  roads  work  continue  or  shall  it  cease? 

In  the  trunkline  system  of  Connecticut  we  have  1,420  miles  of  high- 
way. On  October  ist,  1915,  a total  of  900  miles  of  this  trunkline  system 
will  have  been  improved  in  a more  or  less  permanent  manner.  This  leaves 
520  miles  uncompleted.  It  is  manifestly  impossible  to  complete  this  520 
miles  at  once.  The  tax  on  the  State  would  be  too  great.  But  these  roads 
must  be  completed  before  the  State  can  stop  building  new  roads. 

Unfortunately  only  a very  small  part  of  the  900  miles  improved  has 
a hard  surface.  The  greater  part  of  our  roads  are  water-bound  macadam. 
As  long  as  we  maintain  water-bound  macadam  we  shall  have  an  annual 
expense  of  $1,000  or  $1,200  a mile  for  repairs.  If  another  five  hundred 
miles  of  water-bound  macadam  is  built  the  repair  expense  alone  will  be 
tremendous.  Under  present  day  traffic  a water-bound  macadam  is  the 
most  expensive  road  that  can  be  built,  if  original  cost  and  maintenance 
are  both  considered. 

In  his  letter  to  Gov.  Baldwin  of  March  25th,  1914,  Highway  Com- 
missioner Bennett  estimated  the  annual  appropriation  necessary  to  main- 
tain and  perfect  the  900  miles  of  trunkline  highways  already  built  as 
follows : For  repairs  to  trunklines,  not  including  automobile  fees, 

$500,000 ; renewals  and  reconstruction  of  trunklines,  $500,000 ; a total  of 
$1,000,000  per  year.  The  estimate  is  very  moderate.  The  funds  expended 
on  the  trunklines  will  be  used,  wherever  necessary,  in  placing  a hard 
surface  of  some  type  upon  the  road.  This  plan  will  result  in  an  impor- 
tant saving,  as  every  mile  of  hard  surfaced  road  built  will  cut  down  the 
repair  account  by  ten  or  twelve  hundred  dollars  a year.  There  is  no 
profit  in  discussing  the  folly  of  having  built  these  water-bound  macadam 
roads ; the  State  has  them,  and  the  only  question  is  how  best  to  extricate 
the  state  from  its  present  expensive  position. 

As  an  example  of  the  saving  effected  by  a permanent  pavement  con- 
sider the  following  facts.  If  a concrete  pavement  six  inches  thick  is  laid 
on  top  of  a worn  out  water-bound  macadam  the  cost  is  $10,500  per  mile 


for  a road  eighteen  feet  wide.  This  refers  to  laying  the  concrete  only 
and  does  not  include  grading  or  ditching.  The  cost  of  a new  water- 
bound  macadam  surface  is  $7,400  per  mile,  exclusive  of  grading  or  ditch- 
ing. The  cost  of  maintenance  of  water-bound  macadam  is  from  one 
thousand  to  twelve  hundred  dollars  per  mile  per  annum.  The  cost  of  up- 
keep of  the  concrete  road  is  nominal,  not  more  than  fifty  dollars  per  mile. 

Compare  the  two  roads  at  the  end  of  five  years.  The  water-bound 
macadam,  first  cost  and  repairs  included,  has  cost  $12,400  per  mile,  and 
you  have  nothing  to  show  for  it  except  a worn-out  road  and  a growing 
cost  of  up-keep.  The  concrete  road,  on  the  other  hand,  has  cost  $10,750 
per  mile,  original  cost  and  up-keep  included,  and  is  still  in  good  condition. 
The  only  solution  of  our  highway  problem  is  to  hold  what  we  have,  and 
to  renew  worn-out  macadam  with  a hard  surfaced  pavement  that  will  cut 
off  the  ruinous  cost  of  up-keep  and  repairs. 

In  addition  to  this  work,  however,  something  must  be  done  for  the 
520  miles  of  unimproved  trunkline  highways.  It  is  unfair  to  the  towns 
on  the  uncompleted  portions  to  force  them  to  wait  six,  eight  or  ten  years. 
We  must,  at  least,  straighten,  grade,  and  build  bridges  upon  the  uncom- 
pleted trunkline  roads.  As  examples  of  some  of  these  roads  we  might 
mention  the  trunklines  from  New  London  to  Colchester  and  Hartford ; 
from  Middletown  to  Willimantic;  from  Norwalk  to  Danbury,  New 
Milford  and  Canaan.  These  trunklines  and  all  the  others  which  remain 
to  be  improved  are  important  and  cannot  be  allowed  to  wait  without 
improvement. 

As  grading  and  straightening  a road  and  building  bridges  and  culverts 
is  work  of  a permanent  character,  the  Connecticut  Good  Roads  Associa- 
tion believes  the  State  should  issue  two  million  dollars  of  long  term  bonds 
in  order  that  this  work  may  be  done  at  once.  We  are  absolutely  opposed 
to  long  term  bonds  for  repairing  and  resurfacing  highways.  This  work 
is  not  permanent  and  should  be  paid  for  out  of  current  revenue.  It  is 
entirely  unjust  to  make  posterity  pay  for  temporary  improvements. 

In  addition  to  the  sums  mentioned  above  for  trunkline  roads,  the 
Highway  Commissioner  included  in  his  estimate  $500,000  a year  for 
State  and  Town  aid  roads,  $500,000  a year  for  repairs  to  State  and  Town 
aid  roads,  and  $100,000  a year  for  the  engineering  and  operating  expenses 
of  the  department.  Exclusive  of  the  $2,000,000  bond  issue,  the  sums 
necessary  for  the  trunkline  and  State  and  Town  aid  roads  make  a total 
of  $1,750,000  per  year,  or  an  appropriation  of  $3,500,000  for  two  years  to 
be  made  by  the  next  legislature.  Unless  this  amount  is  appropriated  our 
roads  will  deteriorate,  and  money  already  spent  will  be  in  great  part  lost. 

REVIEW  OF  THE  WORK  OF  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

To  the  members  who  inquire  what  our  Association  accomplished  in 
the  legislature  of  1913  we  say:  The  Association  was  organized  in  October, 
1912.  There  was  not  time  for  the  organization  work  we  should  have 
done.  We  asked  an  appropriation  of  five  million  dollars  for  the  highways. 
We  obtained  from  the  Committee  a unanimously  favorable  report.  The 
bill  passed  the  Senate  26  to  5 by  a non-partisan  vote.  The  House  rejected 
it  by  a small  majority.  Our  opponents  feared  that  if  the  House  again 


voted  upon  the  bill  it  would  pass.  Dilatory  tactics  were  employed,  and 
our  bill  remained  on  the  Clerk’s  desk  till  the  session  ended.  It  i";  unneces- 
sary to  review  the  causes  of  the  opposition  to  the  bill.  All  will  remember 
that  the  highway  question  during  the  session  of  1913  was  a vexed  problem, 
and  mucb  feeling  was  engendered  which  did  not  die  out  while  the  session 
continued. 

As  a compromise  measure  $3,400,000  was  voted.  Our  opponents  did 
their  best  to  cut  the  amount  to  $1,000,000.  We  defeated  that  project,  and 
obtained  the  $3,400,000.  If  our  Association  had  not  been  in  the  field, 
working  day  and  night,  the  plans  of  those  who  wished  to  end  highway 
work  would  have  succeeded. 

MEMBERSHIP  OE  THE  ASSOCIATION. 

The  Connecticut  Good  Roads  Association  was  formed  by  tbe  leading 
Chambers  of  Commerce,  Business  Men’s  Associations  and  Boards  of 
Trade  of  the  State.  These  associations  represent  our  most  enterprising 
and  successful  business  men. 

The  officers  of  the  Association  are  as  follows : President,  Gen.  Henry 
A.  Bishop,  Bridgeport;  ist  Vice-President,  Don.  C.  Seitz,  Greenwich; 
2nd  Vice-President,  J.  C.  Tracy,  Willimantic;  3rd  Vice-President,  George 
M.  Eames,  Bridgeport;  Secretary,-  C.  M.  Robinson,  New  Haven;  Treas- 
urer, D.  A.  Adams,  New  Haven,  and  among  the  directors  are  Walter  W. 
Holmes  of  Waterbury,  J.  M.  Emerson  of  Ansonia,  Erank  T.  Staples  of 
Bridgeport,  Sen.  L.  A.  Platt  of  Waterbury,  Jacob  G.  Irving  of  Danbury, 
Henry  R.  Bond,  Jr.,  of  New  London,  Frank  J.  King  of  Norwich,  Philip 
Pond  of  New  Haven,  and  Elbridge  Gerry  of  Danbury. 

We  need  the  support  of  every  man  in  the  State  who  is  interested  in 
good  roads  and  in  the  financial  welfare  6f  the  State.  We  need  the  influ- 
ence each  man  wields  in  his  community.  The  necessary  expenses  of  the 
Association  for  printing,  postage,  stationery,  office  rent  and  clerk  hire, 
must  be  financed,  and  practically  our  only  way  of  obtaining  thi"  money  is 
through  the  subscription  of  individual  members. 

There  are  three  classes  of  membership.  A Life  membership,  to  be 
obtained  by  tbe  payment  of  $100.00 ; a Sustaining  membership,  for  which 
the  fee  is  $10.00  a year ; and  a Regular  membership,  for  which  the  fee 
is  $2.00  per  year.  Whatever  your  occupation,  business,  or  profession  tbe 
work  of  this  Association  will  be  worth  more  than  ten  dollars  a year  to 
you.  To  the  farmer,  to  the  man  owning  country  property,  to  the  auto- 
mobilist,  good  roads  mean  a saving  of  many  dollars  a year. 

If  you  feel  you  cannot  afford  a life  membership  or  a sustaining  mem- 
bership, we  trust  you  will  join  as  a regular  member.  We  will  keep  you 
informed  on  all  phases  of  the  highway  question,  and  when  the  time  comes 
for  concerted  action  each  member  can  do,  his  part.  This  concerted  action 
will  spell  success  in  large  letters. 

We  trust  that  we  may  receive  your  application  and  check  by  return 
mail. 

THE  CONNECTICUT  GOOD  ROADS  ASSOCIATION. 

Charles  M.  Robinson, 

Chairman  Legal  Committee. 
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OFFICIAL  TRUNKLINE  ROAD  MAP  OF  CONNECTICUT 
draffed  by  office  of  state  highway  commission 


Yellow  lines  indicate  900  miles  ol  trunkline  roads  already  improved  or  under  ennirart  frsr  ' 

For  thi'T  Tlh^”T  off  iravoirc'llni*'  ’ ^1!^^  indicate  Ihe  520  miles  ol  unimproved  trunklines. 

For  IFie  best  through  route  follow  improved  trunkline.s.  ^ confusing  the  eye. 

Large  numerals  on  map.  as  for  example  " 10"  or  "dA"  show  official  designation  of  Ihe  road. 

" Tin  t'r„?pir  ir " Good  Roads  Association.  Well 


organised  effort  will  accomplish  results.  Wishes  alone 
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